
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY 05-15 November 7, 2005 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

NAVY’S MID-ATLANTIC REGION 

CHANGES COMMAND THURSDAY 

 Norfolk, Va. - Rear Adm. Frederic R. Ruehe will relieve Rear Adm. Stephen A. 

Turcotte as Commander, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic, Thursday, Nov. 10, 2005 during a 

ceremony at Chambers Field on board Naval Station Norfolk, at 10 a.m. Admiral William 

J. Fallon, Commander, U.S. Pacific Command, will be the keynote speaker. 

Navy Region Mid-Atlantic is one of six U.S. Navy regional commands 

responsible for the installations that provide support to the Navy’s operating forces. The 

Mid-Atlantic command includes Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West 

Virginia, as well as parts of North Carolina.  The command also coordinates Navy and 

Defense Department environmental programs in the region.  

Ruehe, since September 2003, has been commander of U.S. Naval Forces in 

Japan, responsible for the Navy’s shore installation management, and  liaison with the 

Japan Maritime Self Defense Force. His area of responsibility extended from the southern 

tip of the Kamchatka peninsula to the northern tip of Taiwan, including the Sea of Japan, 

a portion of the Philippine Sea, part of the northern Pacific, and the British Territory of 

Diego Garcia.  
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Turcotte has been in command of the Navy’s Mid-Atlantic Region since August 

2003.  During his tenure, Turcotte has overseen the five-state shore infrastructure that 

enables the fleet, through facilities, services and logistics, to be able to surge when 

needed and required.  

Additionally, Turcotte was called upon to re-establish infrastructure at the Navy 

Gulf Coast facilities impacted by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  

Turcotte is retiring from the Navy after 30 years.  

- USN - 

News media who want to cover the change of command, please contact the Navy Region 

Mid-Atlantic Public Affairs Office at 322-2858.  Media will meet outside  

NAVAL STATION NORFOLK GATE FOUR no later than 9:15 a.m., on Nov. 10. 

 
 


